Essay Topic: Dying with Dignity
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	The topic about which I will research and write is: the society should respect individual’s rights and give way to dying with dignity for patients who are terminally ill. 
	


	One side of the Issue
	The other side of the issue

	· Terminally-ill patients lacks independence.
	· Independence guarantees good life for life.

	· Reality of intolerable suffering and torment
	· Patients have been given pain killers such as opioids to ease their pain.

	· Resources such as medical equipment and medicines should be allocated to someone who wants to live.
	· There are some patients who are not in a position to make a decision.
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A civilized society should show or have respect for all people, although making such a thing to take place at all levels has been a challenge. In order for the society to show respect at all levels there should be laws that are acting as a guide. Laws are more than just regulatory instruments and they also send social messages. By looking at this closely, it could be argued that assisted dying laws indicates that even if people are seriously ill taking their own lives is a course of action that is not to be condoned or viewed as the most appropriate to consider. When the time of dying comes, the inherent fears of community emerges. In the current world which has been considered to be a modern one, there has been witnessed a widening gap between access to care and the available resources (Orfali, 2011). Many are the times when people have lacked to access health care services. Due to the widening gap of access of care and resources, many people who are terminally ill have resulted to suffering a lot. There should be laws that are providing a chance for the terminally ill patients to make a choice on how they should die – these laws should give them a chance to die with dignity.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Terminally-ill patients lacks independence. Many are the times when people who are terminally ill have been “treated like small kids”. These terminally ill patients have been provided care just as mothers do to their little ones. Terminally ill patients are not in a position to do some of the basic things such as washing themselves, putting on clothes, walking and even feeding themselves. When one gets to this point whereby he or she is not in a position to doing some of these basic things for themselves, then it obvious that they have lost their independence (In Clark, 2017). They turn out to be taken care by another person who could be a guardian, a physician or just any other person who has been assigned the duties of taking care of the person (Lopes, 2015). Some of these patients might feel uncomfortable while been fed like kids, or been wrapped with diapers just like kids are by their mothers. For those who feel uncomfortable might decide to have a physician-assisted death instead of been a burden to the rest of the family members. Some patients might get informed that soon they will become incapacitated by a certain diseases. This warning by the physician might result to triggering the patient to think of having an assisted-death in order to preserve his independence as well as his or her dignity.
Reality of intolerable suffering and torment. There are diseases which in most of the times have resulted to become malicious and incurable. Since these diseases have resulted to be incurable, they have made lives intolerable for the patients. Despite of the current achievements witnessed in the medical industry, it has turned out not to assure the victim a means to cheat death. There are some diseases that seems to have lacked medicine that could be claimed to be curing them (Orfali, 2011). For instance, there are many cancer patients who are suffering around the globe. However, this does not mean that there is no patient who has been treated successfully for cancer, there are some patients who have been healed. Cancer has been treated successfully in most cases whenever it has been noticed when it is at its early stages. When cancer is noticed when it has already reached advanced stages, then the patients will ultimately die in immense pain. Since these patients cannot by any means “cheat” death, they will die miserably. There should be laws that gives such patients the autonomy that they deserve to make decisions to have physician –assisted deaths if they wish to do so. Given that chance, the patients will die in dignity.
Resources such as medical equipment and medicines should be allocated to someone who wants to live. People are currently living in a society where resources are limited. The population of people, for instance, in the United States has increased and the resources are turning out to be unable to meet the increasing population. The governments have been pursuing the idea of having all people have access healthcare services. However, this efforts by the government has not fully realized its goals as there are people who have gone without attending medical checkups due to lack of resources or they are not covered by the government’s medical plans. Some of these patients are suffering from chronic diseases which have made their lives to be filled with pain and anger. In addition, it could be better if the hospitals were allowed to treat people who want to live. Hospitals are having limited resources and due to their limited numbers, it could be better if they could be allocated to treat people who want to continue living. It makes more sense when health care professionals are directing the resources that are available towards life-saving treatments for those patients who wish to live, rather than those who do not (Lopes, 2015).
In conclusion, the society should provide a chance for its people to die with dignity. Many are the times when patients have suffered to a point where there is no any way out of their current health situation. When patients reach at a certain point where could not be any change with regard to their ill health, then they should be allowed to make a choice to have a physician assisted-death. By allowing patients to make such a decision on their own, then they will have to die with dignity. 
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